Daniel J. Oberst, president of BK class of ’66
A memorial Mass in his honor will be celebrated Dec. 26.

By Linda Quinlan

Messenger Post Staff
Daniel J. Oberst is remembered as a Renaissance man

who once wore tie-dyed shirts and rode a lavender bicycle to his job as a teacher in California.

He was equally at home camping with his large extended family as he was in the halls of academia at Princeton University, where he became known nationally as a pioneer and leader in setting up computer systems.

Locally, Mr. Oberst may be best remembered as a loving brother, uncle and friend. He was president of the first graduating class at Irondequoit’s Bishop Kearney High School in 1966 and remained loyal to his alma mater.  “He never missed a reunion,” said Kearney classmate Sue Spall on a blog site

(http://blogs.princeton.edu/ fordan/) in his honor.

Sadly, he missed his class’ special 40th reunion 

Oct. 7,

which was also his school’s homecoming.  Daniel J. Oberst died just over a month later, Nov. 9, 2006, after a less than two-year battle with cancer. He 

was 58.

While a memorial service

was held Nov. 18 in Lawrenceville, N.J., where he resided with his family in recent years, a memorial Mass for Mr. Oberst is scheduled for 11 a.m.

T u e s d a y, Dec. 26, at St. Pius the Tenth Church,

3000 Chili Ave., in Chili.

The oldest of seven sons of Bernice (Mooney) and

Charles Oberst, both now deceased, Mr. Oberst grew up on the east side of Rochester, near Irondequoit, and attended St. Ambrose grammar school, then Bishop Kearney.  The Kearney class of 1966 was the first to complete all four years and graduate there.

“Dan was, without a doubt, the most outstanding member of our class,” Spall said.  Mr. Oberst was not only president of his class, but he also played clarinet in the school band and was a three-sport athlete, playing football, wrestling and track.  

From Kearney he headed to  Notre Dame, where he

majored in French and spent a year studying in France. He earned his degree in 1970, then

did post-graduate work in computer linguistics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Columbia University.

He next joined a national “teacher corps” and taught in California for a year before entering the Peace Corps and serving in Malaysia for three

years. He returned to Columbia and finished his master’s degree in philosophy.  “Dan was a person who was very inquisitive and adventurous,” said his brother, Steve Oberst of Irondequoit. “He was a person who liked to cheer for the underdog, so to

speak.”

For the last nearly 20 years, Dan Oberst was director of enterprise services at Princeton University.

“As a teacher, instead of teaching, he wanted his students to learn,” Steve Oberst said. “It was important to him to engage people he worked

with in the whole learning process, too.”

Characteristically, his brother chronicled his own illness and treatments on his own blog site, Steve said. “That’s how he attacked any challenge ... he was interested in almost any subject.”  As the oldest, his brother was “in some ways the trailblazer,” Steve Oberst added, “but he led more by example.”

“Dan was not one to watch life from the sidelines,” said brother Jim Oberst. “Rather, he’d immerse himself fully into what this world had to offer –

and what he could offer in return.”

Friends and family consistently use the words “caring,” “bright light” and “leader” to describe Dan Oberst, and also never fail to mention his warm

sense of humor and love for people in general.

Jim Oberst recalled a trip to Ireland with his brother just this past spring. “Dan was the guy fighting

cancer, yet we were the ones trying to keep up with his pace,” he said.  Dan Oberst also liked golf, but was especially devoted to his family.  “No matter how busy or how far away, Dan always made time for family a priority,” said brother Jerry Oberst.

He also recalled that while Dan was in Malaysia, he sent his parents tickets to visit, which they did, and had a very memorable trip.  “We were always amazed by his boundless energy and positive spirit,” said brother Phil Oberst, now an administrator with the East Irondequoit School District. 

“Even in high school,” recalled Kearney classmate Dan Young, “it was difficult to escape ‘the Oberst effect’ ... yet for all his talent and accomplishments,

he was refreshingly devoid of ego.”

Predeceased by his parents and a brother, Paul, Dan Oberst is survived by his wife of 26 years, Martha Richmond, of Lawrenceville; two sons, Caleb, of Philadelphia, Pa., and Jesse, of Tokyo, Japan; a daughter, Keturah, of Lee, Mass; five brothers Eugene (Margaret) of Rochester, Stephen (Betty) of

Irondequoit, Jerome (Betsy) of Oswego, Philip (Mary Kay) of Irondequoit and James (Amy) Oberst, also of Rochester; 19 nieces and nephews; aunts, Elizabeth Mooney and Mary Mooney, both of Rochester; sister-in-law and brother-in-law David and Jean Bowman, of Flagstaff, Ariz.; and mother-inlaw,

Sonya Richmond, also of Lawrenceville.

The family asks that friends donate blood in Mr. Oberst’s name or contribute to the Kidney Cancer Association.

(www.curekidneycancer.org).
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